Homeless Coalition
Meeting Minutes
9/28/12

Attendance: Robin McDannel, United Way; Bobbi French, League of Human Dignity; Andrea Haberman, LLCHD; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Todd Spellman, Cedars; Christina Lloyd, Cedars; Amy Wagner, LHA; Amber Maddox, TASC/ Houses of Hope; John Turner, Region V Systems; Chris Webster, LPS; Michelle Martinez, Community Action; Susanne Blue, MTKO; Tauni Waddington, WICS; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Diana Schilf, Realtor’s Association of Lincoln; Clarice Mackey, Salvation Army; Monica Zinke, Fresh Start; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet Center; Sarah Meints, NE Dept. of Correctional Services; Anna Sullivan, Catholic Social Services; Rob Robinson, VA; Audra Backer, Community Action; Sandy Lee, GA; Bev Hoagland, Juvenile Probation; Sandra Miller, NWI-Lincoln VA, Denise Packard, CenterPointe; Alison Kortefay, St. Monica’s; Jana Langhorst, VA; Lee Heflebower, Community Action; Tamara Cartwright, UNL-CCFL; Brett Anderson, PCM; Kyle Winchell, PCM
John Turner opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions. 

The August meeting minutes were approved by membership.

The treasurer’s report was reviewed. Amy Wagner (Treasurer) noted that there are additional agencies on the report that have paid their 2012 dues. There also was a reminder that there is the potential for some funding for a member to attend a conference related to housing and homelessness services (i.e. the Fair Housing conference).

Presentation: Macie’s Place, Suzanne Merrill
Macie’s Place 2601 N. 27th St hours:  Wed 10AM-7PM Thurs- Sat 10AM-4PM
Macie’s Place is a thrift shop and community program operated by Suzanne Merrill and Kristin Ondrack. The name stands for Mentoring  Adults and Children and Independence Education and Success. Their goal is to help people get items they need, such as clothing and furniture. Almost everything in the store is $1 or less and people can purchase 25 items for $10. Macie’s Place also gives away items and vouchers to people in need. They have the store, located in University Place, and also have a warehouse. They also have a volunteer program and most of the people who work in the store are volunteers. People may contact Suzanne with questions or to access services at (402)601-1773.

Committee Reports
Executive Committee- John Turner 
John is meeting next week with Nancy Hicks with the Lincoln Journal Star about an article about homelessness. The Housing and Homeless Symposium in Omaha was well attended and several members of the Lincoln CoC presented. The symposium included information on new regulations from / HUD regarding supportive housing/ shelter plus care. HUD is changing the regulations related to rental assistance versus leasing. The public comment period goes until November 16, 2012. Members are to contact John for more information and/or for letter to use as a basis for comments. John also reminded members about two upcoming events: Project Homeless Connect Lincoln 2012 on 10/11/12 and the Recognition Event on 11/16/12 at Talbot. 

Planning and Date- Tamara Cartwright
The planning and eligibility module still is the works with the software company and the committee is holding off on the universal intake format until the planning and eligibility module is done. This is so that both can be rolled out at the same time and the training can be done at the same time as well. 
Consumer Engagement- Nichole Hope
The last employment workshop went well and there were 17 attendees. The attendance was lower but the attendee seemed much more interested.  The next meeting has been postponed until November, as many committee members are focusing on PHCL.
Youth- Chris Webster
Three sessions at the symposium were led by Lincoln CoC members, including Chris, and focused on issues related to youth. Chris feels there was mixed response to suggestions made. However some people, including someone from OPS would like to follow up with Chris. Bay 198 will include an outreach program for youth. They will have a kickoff on October 27, 2012. Mike Smith will present at the October membership meeting.  
Public Awareness- Lee Heflebower
The annual recognition event will be held on November 16, 2012 at Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach. This event is in lieu of the regular membership meeting. The committee may put client success stories on the tables.  Please email any that you might like to have included to Lee. Nomination forms were distributed. They are due back to Lee by 10/19/12. Please email Andrea at LLCHD the names of anyone you would like to have receive an invitation to the event. 
Project Homeless Connect Lincoln- Monica Zinke
An overview of the event was provided and questions answered. Services that will be offered were reviewed. PCM staff confirmed that they will provide a shuttle for residents of that shelter. Bus passes are being sought and information will be sent to membership if they are obtained. Members were asked to help with outreach to homeless consumers. Volunteers may still be needed and those interested should contact Denise at CenterPointe. Monica is sending email invitations to funders and other guests; contact her if you’d like to have someone included. 

SOAR- Denise Packard
There are no updates at this time. Denise will attend the National Association of Case Managers Conference this fall. 
Rent and Utility and Network- Michelle Martinez
The next meeting will be 10/22/12 at 10:30AM at Community Action and will focus on identifying needs and trends. The changes in the NHAP stipulations may be reviewed again as well (i.e. lead paint inspections for rental units that are supported by the funds). Michelle also advised that the best time to call Community Action and inquire about rent or utility assistance is Monday at 8AM. 
Agency Updates were provided. 

Next meeting is 10/26/12 at 9AM at Cedars.

