LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

September 30th, 2010 / 9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.

Northbridge Community Center

 1533 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
http://www.lincolnhomelesscoalition.org/

MEETING MINUTES

Susie Blue (MTKO), Kristine Bennier (CSS), Aaron Bowen (Community Action), James Bowers (Nebr. Aids Project), Tamara Cartwright (CCFL-UNL), Jeff Chambers (CCFL-UNL), Jane Cogan (Friendship Home), Jay Conrad (Houses of Hope), Brooke Dokken (LEDC), Mike Elsener (KVC),  Molly Geis (2 Pillars Church), Linda Gray (Vioces of Hope), Lee Heflebower (Community Action), Dennis Hoffman (CenterPointe), Stephanie Hummer (Neb. Aids Project), Jana Langhorst (VA-HUD/VASH), Carol Leonhardt (Community Member), Sarah Lounsburty (Cedars), Clarice Mackey (Salvation Army), Michelle Martinez (Community Action), Andrea Mason (LLCHD),  Ken Mausbach (VA-Homeless Outreach), Denise Packard (CenterPointe), Deb Peck (Lincoln Area on Aging), Katy Polich Kluge (LEDC), Alison Kortefay (St. Monica's), Paul Ramirez (Center for People in Need), Brenda Rice (WICS), Tina Rogers (2 Pillars Church), Nicole Siegel (Cedars-Street Outreach), Mike Smith (Cedars), Petra Smith (Cedars), Susan Tatum (LHA), Vicky Thompson (Cedars), Beth Vavrina (People’s City Mission), Sarah Virchow (Community Corrections), Tauni Waddington  (WICS), Chris Webster (LPS), Theresa Webster (Cedars), Linda Wilson (LEDC), Lea Wroblewski (Legal Aid), Monica Zinke (Fresh Start).  Total Attendance:  44
INTRODUCTIONS

Andrea Mason opened the meeting with introductions.  

REVIEW JULY 2010 MINUTES

Minutes approved as submitted. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Jim Harvey, Nebraska Division of Behavioral Health Services – Provided valuable insight and information regarding the Nebraska’s Justice Mental Health Initiative. Handouts were provided, if interested please contact Andrea Mason. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:

No report this month. 

ENDING FAMILY HOMELESSNESS TOOL

The National Alliance to End Homelessness spent a total of four days with members of the Homeless Coalition.  Hearth Act and HUD are both moving towards community collaboration without gaps in services.  From the data that was collected through surveys prior to the Alliance arriving to Lincoln and the data regarding current services four goals for the next year have been identified to decrease family homelessness.   The “kickoff” for these goals will be 9/29/10 at Lincoln Lancaster Health Department from 10a to 1130a. All agencies encouraged to attend.  The four goals identified are: 

1. Community Wide Assessment—the Data Collection subcommittee will taking on this goal. Service point will continue to be used and be taken a step further.  

2. Strengthen Employment Resources – Identify new resources and expand current resources.  The Consumer Engagement subcommittee will be working on this goal

3. Landlord/Realtors – Invite key members of this specific community to build relationships to identify permanent housing opportunities.  Public Awareness subcommittee will be the lead on this goal.  
4. Strengthen Resources for Youth – This will be a new subcommittee and Chris Webster will be the chair.  Youth services in Lincoln are fragmented so goals will be  to unify services, improve existing services, and get probation office/law enforcement involved.  
If you are interested in being a part of the planning for these goals please feel free to sign up for that committee.  

SOAR UPDATE
The SOAR project was started three years ago as collaboration between MTKO and CenterPointe. It assists homeless people get SSI benefits quicker.  The SOAR model has been successful across the United States but has also been proven effective here in Lincoln. The average time without SOAR to get an application approved is two years and with SOAR that has been cut to 90 days.  40 people have currently been approved.  Nebraska has now been recognized as a SOAR state which will give us technical support/assistance.  Dennis Hoffman is asking that the SOAR subcommittee start meeting again after the next Homeless Coalition meeting on 10/22/10 at 1030a at Cedars.  Some new goals are:

1. Expand outreach services

2. Train more case managers

3. Have a one stop shop for technical assistance

4. Explore more payee options

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Planning and Data:  Attended the Hearth Conference in Denver last week and was provided an overwhelming amount of information. Plan to debrief with the committee to first break down the information and then present to coalition as a whole.  

Public Awareness: The Recognition Event will be held November 19th, 2010 at MTKO. Nomination forms are available on the website or from Leigh. 

Homeless Connect: Event scheduled for tomorrow. We will discuss outcomes at next Homeless Coalition.  
AGENCY UPDATES: 
Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach:  Annual Huskers Helping Homeless Fundraiser—Champions for Homeless--Will be held prior to the Texas vs. Nebraska football game.  Anyone is welcome to volunteer.  You can contact Sydney at MTKO or show up at the Newman Center, 16th and Q to participate.

CenterPointe:  Transitional living house for Veterans at 630 C Street will be hopefully be open in October.  It will house 10 homeless male veterans with behavioral health issues for up to six months.  All admission will have to approved by the V.A. There will be an open house and date and time to be announced.    

Cedars:  Are working to improve coordination with intake process across the programs and close any communication gaps.  If you have questions or concerns please contact program manager.  

Lincoln Housing Authority:  Reports they are unfortunately setting records regarding their waiting list and currently have 4000 people on the list.  RentWise will help move a person ahead but not by much anymore.  They are hoping for additional vouchers but have not heard yet.  
Lincoln E.D. Connections:  Linda Wilson, R.N., is the newest member of the team and will be primarily at St. Elizabeth’s.  She comes with a strong mental health background and will be a strong asset in decreasing emergency department visits by identified patients.  

V.A. – CHALENG report is October 13th at 1000.  All agencies are encouraged to attend to learn more about homeless services for veterans and also fill out a survey regarding current services and gaps in services.  

Friendship Home – October 10th, 2010 is their annual Safe Quarters fundraiser.  They hope to be in every neighborhood collecting donations. 

Community Action – Thanks everyone for participating in the National Alliance to End Homelessness meetings.  

People’s City Mission – Annual Food Drive through schools and youth groups will be held on 10/31/10 at the Lancaster County Event Center.  

WICS -- Looking to expand services to youth aging out of the system.  

