LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

MEETING MINUTES


9/23/2011

In Attendance: Monica Zinke, Fresh Start; Lee Heflebower, Community Action; Jana Jacobsen Langhorst, VA; Crystal Porter, LPS AmeriCorps; Roy Mehakken, OVER; Tami Washam, NAP; Chris Webster, LPS; Beatty Brasch, CFPIN; Nikki Siegel, Cedars; Kren Shellhase, Cedars; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Linda gray, VOH; Bradd Schmeichel, Urban Development; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet Center; Andrea Mason, LLCHD; Jeff Chambers, UNL- CCFL; Kristine Bennier, Catholic Social Services; carol Leonhart, community; Susanne Blue, MTKO; Kyle Winchell, PCM; Angie Bergren, Community Action; Denise Packard, CenterPointe; Amy Wagner, LHA; Ruth Karlsson, Released and Restored; Mary Jo Bousek, GCHH; Diana Poskochil, NE Dept of Corrections; Sarah Hillman, NE Dept. of Corrections; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Ken Mausbach, VA; Lea Wroblewski, Legal Aid; Rob Robinson, VA; Cynthia Covent, GA; Aaron Bowen, Community Action; Clarice Mackey, Salvation Army; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Robin McDannel, United Way.
Aaron Bowen opened the meeting.

Minutes from August 2011 were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. Payments made to Fresh Start for AEH conference and to Community Action for Employment Workshop. Donation received from Plymouth Church for PHCL.  

Presentation by American Red Cross, Cornhusker Chapter. Sue Epps. 
Sue Epps provided information about emergency services and ways that individuals and organizations can better prepare for a disaster. There is a free Red Cross Readiness Model available online as well as a plethora of other materials available from the Red Cross for home, business and community preparedness. Since March 2011 the Red Cross has responded to approximately 140 disasters in the United States. Sue urged people to conduct preparedness activities, stating, it’s not IF but WHEN a disaster could occur. She advised that over 50% of businesses have experienced power outages lasting 3 days, mostly in the winter. There is food inventory in Lincoln to last approximately 3 days before trucks would need to replenish the supply. Sue will talk with Aaron about possible meetings that the Homeless Coalition should attend regards to disasters. 
Committee Updates 
Executive Committee- Aaron Bowen
None other than Monica (secretary) reminding people to be sure to sign the attendance log. People may contact Monica if anyone would like to know their 2011 attendance. 
Planning and Data- Jeff Chambers, Chair (NAEH Goal re: community wide assessment) Jeff asked agencies to check their Service Pointe data for accuracy as it will be pulled in October for the AHAR. Community wide assessment& eligibility module is built and being tested. Training will be offered before it is available for everyone. 

Consumer Engagement- Angie, Chair (NAEH Goal re: employment) 
This committee would like additional members to keep moving forward with consumer activities. Contact Angie at Community Action if interested in joining this committee. A handout entitled 10 Tips To Find Employment was distributed. This was a follow up handout o the Employment Empowerment workshop that was offered recently. 

Public Awareness- Lee Heflebower, Chair (NAEH Goal re: landlords and realtors). 
The committee continues to work with landlords for advocacy for homeless consumers. There are several landlords involved who also have been recruiting others to be involved in the PLACE program. Housing resources also may be found at housing.ne.gov along with lists of landlords. The committee also is working on case management training. The recognition event is the next meeting and is on Friday 11/18/11 from 9:30-11AM at the VA. Nominations are due by Friday 10/28/11. Aaron will email the form to everyone again. 

Youth- Chris Webster/ Rose Hughes, Co- Chairs (NAEH Goal re: youth homelessness). 
The committee met last Monday 9/19/11 and there continues to be a lot of people coming to the table, with representatives from education, law enforcement, service agencies all getting connected. The Safe Place program and CenterPointe’s Transitions programs were discussed. The Homeless Coalition Youth committee will be the advisory committee for the Safe Place program. This committee will now meet every 2 months instead of every month.  

Project Homeless Connect- Dennis Hoffman/ Monica Zinke, Co-Chairs
PHCL is on Wednesday 10/05/11 from 10- 3 at Pershing. Services available were reviewed (many health services, haircuts, bike repair, childcare during the event, etc) along with logistics for agencies who are involved (i.e. set up times). One day bus passes are available for people attending the event. Volunteer training will be on Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning. John and Harvey will provide entertainment. 
Agency Updates were as follows: 
Community Action: The EFSP application will be released soon. Contact Michelle Martinez if you have any questions. There are limited hours for the employment programs. Currently, only internal referrals are being accepted. Please email Angie B with any questions. Resources such as the handout given today may be shared. 
Salvation Army: October 19- April 19 are the dates of the Winter Night Watch canteen program at the Gathering Place. Christmas assistance applications will be accepted November 7-18, 2011. There is a fundraiser on 9/24/11 and is a 5K Run/Walk for the Salvation Army Community Center. 
Fresh Start: Currently hiring for a CM position and a PT overnight workers. 
CenterPointe: Young adult program (Transitions) for 19- 24 year olds is available and is an 18- 24 month stay. Contact Denise for additional information or to refer people. The person has to be homeless and have either a mental health condition or a substance abuse issue (or both). 
MTKO: Huskers Helping the Homeless is on October 8, 2011. There also will be 3 more Chiara concerts. For more information about these, contact Susie at MTKO. MTKO also reports serving a record number of meals in August- approximately 10,000. 
VA: Chalenge survey is coming to an end. Jana has some if anyone would like to complete one. Today (9/23/11) is the last day to submit one. 
CFPIN: Reminder about Health Hub and referring people to this service to help with medical needs and accessing services. They also can assist with SS and GA applications.
OVER: This is a new program Operation Veterans Encouraging Recovery. It’s a VA support group. 
LPS: AmeriCorps members started. LPS assessment indicates approx. 250 homeless youth in the school system. Chris reminded people about the housing need for the Jones family, call him at 436-1963 with any ideas. 
LLCHD: Flue vaccinations are available starting Monday 10/03/11.
Friendship Home: Safe Quarters fundraiser is on Sunday 10/02/11.
Released and Restored: Prison Ministry: Is It for you? Volunteer session will be at Calgary church on Saturday 9/24/11. The actual volunteer training will be at Calgary on 10/22/11.The focus is on mentor teams. 

Meeting adjourned. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 10/28/11 from 9-10:30AM at Cedars Northbridge. 

Respectfully submitted by Monica Zinke 
