LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

MEETING MINUTES


10/28/2011

In Attendance: Stephanie Hummer, NAP; Tami Washam, NAP; Rae Bidler, Region V; Munira Husovic, Region V; Beatty Brasch, CFPIN; Robin McDannel, United Way; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Ken Mausbach, VA; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet Center; Kyle Winchelle, PCM; Richard Gervais, PCM; Jerry Owen, PCM; Chris Webster, LPS; John Turner, Region V; Lee Heflebower, CAP; Susanne Blue, MTKO; Susan Tatum, LHA; Monica Zinke, Fresh Start; Aaron Bowen, CAP; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Vicky Thompson, Cedars; Kren Shellhase, Cedars; Nikki Siegel, Cedars; Dennis Hoffman, CenterPointe; Jamila Roach, Region V; Joe Posposil, Cedars; Jeff Chamber, UNL-CCFL; Kristine Bennier, Catholic Social Services; Diana Poskochil, NE Dept of Corrections; Cynthia Covert, Lancaster County GA; Ruth Karlsson, Released and Restored; Sheli Schindler, Human Services; Tom Randa, GNCC; Clarice Mackey, Salvation Army; Lea Wroblewski, Legal Aid. 
Aaron Bowen opened the meeting.
Minutes from September 2011 were distributed. Final approval pending since they were not emailed in advance. 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. 

Presentation by People’s City Mission Safe Place Program. Richard Gervais. 
Rich showed a video that explained Safe Place is a program for any youth who needs to get to a safe place for any reason. This could be homelessness or something else. There are approximately 50 sites in Lincoln, identified by the Safe Place logo. Sites include the U Stop stations, firehouses. A youth can go to any of the sites and call a volunteer 24/7. Youth also can text 69866 and they will receive a return text with the location of the closest Safe Place. The volunteer will transport the youth to People’s City Mission where the staff there will assist him or her and connect them with needed services. Safe Place is a national program that begin in 1983 in Louisville, KY and now is in over 40 states. They are spreading the word about the program primarily though outreach and word of mouth. 
Presentation by Cedars Street Outreach.  Nikki Siegel.
Nikki showed a video that was down in partnership with a group in Omaha. It highlights the street outreach program of Cedars. More information can be obtained by calling Cedars. 
HPRP Update was given by John Turner. 
The end date of the program will be 7/14/12. All assistance is now for prevention and not any for rehousing in order to make the program last longer overall. It is estimated the funds will last until April 2012. There is no doubt that the program has made a difference and they have been able to capture data to show this.  The Rent and Utility Network is involved in the post HPRP planning efforts. 

Housing Commission update was given by Jon Turner. 
The commission is working to show to the Governor the importance of having the housing trust fund monies continue to support housing development and housing programs vs. moving it to business development. The ad hoc committee on ending homelessness is reviewing the 10 year plan. The goals of the plan include: increasing ServicePointe usage, supporting SOAR, supporting RentWise, increasing permanent housing beds, increasing emphasis on services for inmates being released (into homelessness) and increasing awareness about the housing.ne.gov website. April 2012 is Fair Housing Awareness Month. The commission asks CoCs across the state to have this on their agenda and support awareness efforts regarding fair housing.   

Committee Updates 
Executive Committee- Aaron Bowen
It’s time for 2012 officer nominations. Email any nominations to Aaron. Currently the proposed slate is John Turner- Chair, Chris Webster- Vice Chair, Monica Zinke- Secretary and Amy Wagner- Treasurer. The membership will vote during the January 2012 meeting. Also, members were reminded to look of the sign in sheet at the recognition event in order to receive attendance credit for that meeting. 
Planning and Data- Jeff Chambers, Chair (NAEH Goal re: community wide assessment) 
Jeff advised that there is an issue with the Service Pointe software. Tamara is working to resolve it and will notify everyone once it is fixed. Jeff reported initial date from PHCL 2011. There was an overall 33% increase in attendance to 276 people overall and 90% were 1st time attendees. There were 960 non meal services provided and 68% of the attendees met the criteria for either literally homeless or chronically homeless. 
Consumer Engagement- Aaron on behalf of Angie Bergren, Chair (NAEH Goal re: employment) 
There will be two more employment workshops for consumers along with one for case managers. This committee also is looking for new members and possibly a chair as Angie has decreased her hours at Community Action. 

Public Awareness- Lee Heflebower, Chair (NAEH Goal re: landlords and realtors). 
The recognition event will be held Friday 11/18/11 from 9:30- 11AM at the VA Auditorium. Nominations are due by 10AM today (10/28/11). Invitations will be sent soon. 
Youth- Chris Webster/ Rose Hughes, Co- Chairs (NAEH Goal re: youth homelessness). 
Chris was on KZUM this past Monday to talk about youth homelessness and the Safe Place program. The next youth committee meeting will be in early 2012 (date TBA) unless a specific need arises to meet before then. The committee is working to connect more with KVC. 
Project Homeless Connect- Dennis Hoffman/ Monica Zinke, Co-Chairs
The event was a great success. Consensus is that the space was great and that it was also good to have it on conjunction with Stand Down. VA was thanked for their support of the event. Specific feedback also included that he flow was good and the additional of music was wonderful (thanks to John and Harvey). Improvements suggested included more navigators, Sudanese translator and services for pets. John advised that his song “One Day” was recorded in the studio and now includes a spoken word part by Chris Webster. It will be put on the Coalitions’ website and John also hopes to create a video for it that includes images from the past 3 events. 
Agency Updates were as follows: 
Fresh Start: Project Funway fundraiser will be on Friday 11/18/11 beginning at 6:30PM at FireFighter Reception Hall. 
LHA has a record number of people on the wait list (approx. 5,000). The only people getting housed currently are those with a preference, which includes those who have completed a RentWise course. 
MTKO: Life Skills class starts next week, case managers can refer people through Monday; call Susie or Linda for more information. There will be another concert by the Chiara String Quarter on Monday 11/28/11 at 6:30PM at MTKO. Thanksgiving dinner will be served at MTKO but not lunch. 
LPS: They are aware of recent difficulties with the cab companies and picking up children for school. LPS is meeting with the cab company to discuss this. Chris is going to a conference in two weeks as LPS is considered a Best Practice site for Nebraska McKinney Vento sites. Chris also is looking into a possibility of increased transitional housing options for 16 year old + girls. Chris also reminded coalition members that children who qualify for free and reduces lunches also qualify for a monthly bus pass to get to school. 
People’s City Mission: Fright Hunger Night is this Sunday 10/30/11 from 4-7Pm at the Lancaster Event Center. High school students have been competing to see who could gather the most food and this is the party at the end of the food drive. PCM also is coordinating a free concert for youth at the Bourbon Theatre on 11/29/11 to engage youth and spread information about the Safe Place program. They also announced the Starry Nights fundraiser which will be December 3-5 at the Haymarket Train Station. There will be a banquet and they will auction off decorated Christmas trees. 
VA- Ken Mausbach ha resigned from the VA and soon will be working for NE Dept of Corrections. He thanked everyone for their support of him during this job change. 
GNCC reported that the Samples of the World Event went very well and they may have to look for a larger venue in the future. 
CFPIN has sleeping bags and tents and is looking for suggestions for how to get them to the people who truly need them and not duplicate. Beatty is setting up a meeting with the Mayor’s office to discuss street homelessness and the “tent cities” (and not have those in these ‘cities’ constantly moved). Holiday Resource books now available. Ride for $7.50 is now Ride for $8, effective 11/01/11. CFPIN now offers four ESL classes a day, along with the computer lab and citizenship classes, all for free. Access NE- they can help people get signed up via the online system in the computer lab.  Thanksgiving food distribution will be on Saturday 11/19/11, Sunday 11/20/11 and Monday 11/20/11.
Released and Restored held a volunteer training and has 12 new volunteers. 
Legal Aid is working on an Outreach grant and may be contacting agencies about letters of support and to be possible sites. 
Salvation Army started their winter street outreach and Night Watch. Food pantry cant keep up with demand; they are holding mini food drives to try to keep shelves stocked and hope that they will have enough for the Thanksgiving rush.  Christmas assistance applications will be accepted 11/07-11/18/11. Salvation Army is starting a Head Start on Energy class. 
Cedars Shelter is full. They also reported some new funding for outreach efforts. November is National Runaway Prevention Month and Cedars will have an event for youth on 11/08/11 at 5:30PM at Northbridge. 
CenterPointe reports that the Transitions program form young adults is almost full. They are reviewing an application for the last spot. The new HUD SHP grant starts on 11/01/11 and will include six scattered site housing places for veterans with behavioral health issues. Call Denise for more information or to make a referral. CenterPointe submitted a SHP application today and also applied for the bonus; decision won’t be received until February or March. 

Meeting adjourned. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 11/18/11 from 9:30- 11AM at VA Auditorium. This will be the recognition event. 

Respectfully submitted by Monica Zinke 
