LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM OF CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

October 22, 2010 / 9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.

Northbridge Community Center

1533 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE

Fannye Aguirre (Fresh Start Home), Jeremy Ahlman (CenterPointe), Kristine Bennier (CSS), Rae Bidler (HPRP), Susie Blue (MTKO), Aaron Bowen (Community Action), James Bowers (Neb AIDS Project), Tamara Cartwright (CCFL-UNL), Kristin Ceballos (Legal Aid of Nebraska), Jeff Chambers (CCFL-UNL), Jane Cogan (Friendship Home), Charles Coley (NHAP), Brooke Dokken (Lincoln ED Connections), Mike Elsener (KVC), Kim Etherton (Community Corrections), Will Hays (People’s City Mission), Lee Heflebower (Community Action), Dennis Hoffman (CenterPointe), Stephanie Hummer (Neb. AIDS Project), Munira Husovic (HPRP), Alison Kortefay (St. Monica’s), Michelle Martinez (Community Action), Andrea Mason (LLCHD), Denise Packard (CenterPointe), Katy Polich Kluge (Lincoln ED Connections), Brad Schmeichel (Urban Development),  Nicole Siegel (CEDARS), Bill Stewart (Community Mental Health Center), Susan Tatum (Lincoln Housing Authority), Vicky Thompson (CEDARS), and Sara Vivchow (Community Corrections). Total Attendance: 31.
INTRODUCTIONS

Andrea Mason opened the meeting with introductions.

REVIEW SEPTEMBER, 24TH  2010 MEETING MINUTES

Minutes were approved as submitted.  

NHAP UPDATE

Charles Coley of NDHHS’ Nebraska Homeless Assistance Program (NHAP) gave an update on reductions to the Homeless Shelter Assistance Trust Fund portion of funding.  Remember that NHAP Funds are comprised of two major components; Homeless Shelter Assistance Trust Funds and HUD’s Emergency Shelter Grant Funding.  Homeless Shelter Assistance Trust Funds are based on a twenty-five cent set-aside on each $1,000.00 of the value of real estate sold in Nebraska and collected via the documentary tax stamp on real estate sales.  Due to the decrease in home sales, this fund will be cut 40% equally across all funding sites in the state effective July 1, 2011.  HUD Emergency Shelter Grant funds will remain unchanged at this point.  
FEATURED SPEAKER:  
Erin Porterfield of MACCH (Metro Area Continuum of Care for the Homeless) gave an informative overview of Omaha’s Continuum of Care.  MACCH encompasses Douglas, Sarpy and Pottawatamee Counties in NE and Western Iowa.  The organization started as the Omaha Area Continuum of Care for the Homeless, but in 2006, they changed to a 501(c) 3 structure and were renamed MACCH.  More than 100 organizations participate in MACCH.  Their board of directors includes those who were formerly homeless and elected officials.  They utilize a task force structure and currently have 10 standing task forces; Chronic Homelessness, Co-Occuring, Consumer Advisory Task Force, Cultural Competency, Housing Directors, Housing Services Coordination Task Force, Performance Measurement, Point in Time Count Committee, Prevention and Youth Task Force.  2010’s Point in Time Count for MACCH counted 1,429 people as homeless – 20% were chronically homeless and 24% were families.  Initiatives of MACCH that Erin shared in her presentation included the Housing Pipeline (an effort to look at barriers to permanent and supportive housing) and the 10,000 Homes Campaign (a national campaign of Common Ground NYC which compiles information about the most vulnerable homeless people, ranks those conditions by severity, and then systematically houses people as quickly as possible).  MACCH completed 471 surveys by 75 volunteers during the registry week (October 11-15th).  See MACCH’s website for more information:  http://www.macchomeless.org. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Planning & Date Committee: Working on the goal of community intake assessment from the National Alliance to End Homeless’ Technical Assistance.  Next meeting is November 5, 10 a.m., at Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach.

Public Awareness Committee:  Gearing up for the upcoming Annual Brunch which is Friday, November 19th from 9:30 -11:00 a.m. at Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach.  All are welcome!  
Consumer Engagement Committee:  Committee members are finalized.  The next meeting is planned for mid-December.    

Homeless Connect Committee:  Held October 1, 2010 – our 2nd attempt – a huge success!  This year, a total of 211 people were served at the event, of those; 55% were literally homeless, 5% were imminently losing their housing, and 12% were unstably housed.  1,254 services were provided that day.  Five (5) people were housed that day, 2 people were admitted to substance abuse treatment that day.  
SOAR Committee:  Next meeting is today, after our Coalition meeting - @ CEDARS-Northbridge.  Working with NHAP and other CoCs on technical assistance for SOAR from 
Youth Committee:  Sign up/email list is being finalized – first meeting will be in December or January.  

AGENCY UPDATES

Nebraska AIDS Project - is planning the 18th annual “Night of a Thousand Stars” on November 20th at 8 p.m. at the Joslyn Art Museum.  

Urban Development – Brad Schmeichel announced an upcoming meeting on Monday, October 25th in room 1226 of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, regarding available supportive housing funds, not limited to the chronically homeless.  All interested parties are welcome to attend.

CenterPointe – Dennis Hoffman announced the move from youth residential treatment (RTC) to Transitional Age Housing which will be group living – 8 to 10 youth – ages 16-21 – providing outpatient treatment.  This change is due to Medicaid reductions.  
Friendship Home – Jane Cogan announced a successful “Safe Quarters” funding raising event this year for Friendship Home.

Community Corrections – Kim Etherton announced that Community Corrections was recently awarded a grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance/Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) for expansion of Adult Drug Court services.  This is a 3 year grant.  .  
Lincoln Housing Authority – Susan Tatum announced that LHA’s waiting list is now 2.5-3 years long. LHA has mailed letter out to remind clients about preferences, so it is important for those on the waiting list to keep their addresses current.  

ADJOURN & OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lincoln’s Homeless Coalition’s Annual Recognition Brunch will be held Friday, November 19th at Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach, 2121 N. 27th Street, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  All members are welcome!

Tuesday, November 9th at 10:30 a.m. is the Governor’s Proclamation of Hunger & Homeless Week, held in the Warner Chamber of the State Capital – please come and support this recognition! 
Next meeting of Lincoln’s Homeless Coalition is Friday, January 24th, 2011 at 9 a.m. at CEDARS Northbridge.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Andrea Mason 

