LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

May 28th, 2010 / 9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.

Northbridge Community Center

1533 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEETING MINUTES

Rae Bidler (Region V-HPRP), Susie Blue (MTKO), Aaron Bowen (Community Action), Beatty Brasch (Center for People in Need), Tamara Cartwright (CCFL-UNL), Jeff Chambers (CCFL-UNL), Audra Cook (Friendship Home), Charles Coley (NHAP), Brooke Dooken (LEDC), Bobbi French (League of Human Dignity), Lee Heflebower (Community Action), Dennis Hoffman (CenterPointe), Munira Husovic (Region V Systems-HPRP), Peggy Jackson, (P&W Ministries), William Jackson (P&W Ministries), Corrie Kielty-Wesely (St. Monica's), Jana Langhorst (VA-HUD/VASH), Carol Leonhardt (Community Member), Andrea Mason (LLCHD), Ken Mausbach (VA-Homeless Outreach), Jamie Pennington (Salvation Army), Katy Polich Kluge (LEDC), Nicole Siegel (Cedars-Street Outreach), Tannise Trotter (Region V-HPRP), Beth Vavrina (People’s City Mission), Amy Wagner (Lincoln Housing Authority), Chris Webster (Lincoln Public Schools), Rachel Wood (LPS- Federal Programs), Monica Zinke (Freshstart).  Total Attendance:  29

INTRODUCTIONS

Andrea Mason opened the meeting with introductions.

REVIEW APRIL 2010 MINUTES

A correction was made to the April 2010 meeting minutes.  The HPRP Advisory Committee does not meet every Monday but instead every 4th Monday at 1030a.  Minutes approved with corrections.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report for April 2010 showed an ending balance of $3,383.93.  A voided check was added back which accounted for $50.03. A deposit of $140 was made for membership dues. No expenses for the month and earned interest of 29 cents.  Amy Wagner was voted in as the new Treasurer since Merry Wills has taken a new job.   

INFORMATIONAL SPEAKER – Charles Coley

Mr. Coley gave an informative overview of the HEARTH Act.  A copy of the power point will be sent out for everyone's review.  In summary the HEARTH Act places emphasizes on prevention, rapid re-housing, and the chronic homeless.  It places focus on outcomes as well.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Awareness – Website designer is currently working on new website.  A survey was handed out to determine things members would like to see on the website and if they are currently using the WIKI.

Data – Homeless Data Exchange (HDX). The Homelessness Data Exchange is an on-line tool designed to allow Homeless Continuums of Care to submit data to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for: The Annual Housing Inventory Count; Homeless Point-in-Time Counts; The Annual Homeless Assessment Report; and Quarterly Homeless Counts through the Homelessness Pulse Project. 

Consumer Engagement – Nomination prototype form handed out in an effort to find a consumer to sit on the Homeless Coalition.  Please review these forms and provide feedback to the Consumer Engagement committee. 

Homeless Connect –Date is October 1st at the Center for People in Need.  CHE is willing to be a sponsor and provide funding for medical supplies that cannot be donated.  

AGENCY UPDATES

LLCHD / Andrea Mason – 1.  Summer food programs begin June 7th; 2.  General Assistance outreach worker is in place and working with those at 100% of poverty.  She has successfully gotten 4 people approved for G.A. in May.  

Lincoln Public Schools / Chris – Went to Cincinnati to learn more about what they do regarding Homeless Connect and homeless issues among school age children.  He noted that they were impressed with our Homeless Coalition and relationship with LPS.  

CenterPointe -- Have started an outpatient youth program which includes an IOP program.  Please contact Harvey for questions or to make referrals.  

Community Action – 2010 Annual Meeting is June 10th from 3p-430p at the Grand Manse, 129 N 10th Street.  Please RSVP at http://communityaction.eventbrite.com or call Community Action at 471-4515.  It is free and open to the public.  

Lincoln E.D. Connections (BryanLGH and St. E's) – Introduced Katy Polich Kluge as new LEDC case manager at BLGH.

Center for People in Need – 1.  Pathways (construction classes) are taking applications for next 10 week course section.  Applicants must live north of 'O' street.  It does not matter if person is homeless or has a criminal record.  Case management is also provided with the course; 2.  Computer classes available.  Will also assist with filling out food stamp applications; 3.  June 12th children can get gifts for their father's or father figures in their lives.    

UNL – Date collections has begun regarding Pay Day Lending services and the impact it has on families.  

Freshstart – Hiring a case manager.  If you know someone that is interested please have them contact Freshstart.  

Lincoln Housing Authority – Arabic Rent Wise session starting soon.  

Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach – 1.  Summer food program for the trailer park north of the center will begin June 7th; 2. Susie reports things are going well at the new center and they are seeing about the same number of people but she has noted some new faces and more families.  Just a reminder that a new addition to their service is a private space for laundry and showers; 3.  Mid-June a new life skills series will start.  Childcare will be provided.    

People's City Mission – Free medical clinic continues to expand.  Check the website for hours and services.  

St. Monica's – 1. Open house June 11th at 3p.  Senator Nelson will be providing speech and dedication; 2.  Amazing Chase fund raiser is scheduled for October. 

Salvation Army – Waiting for funding to start but planning to start mobile kitchen in community where many children typically receive free/reduced lunches. 

NHAP – 1.  Contracts are in the hands of administration but are not signed yet.  If you need to know the amount of award please email Charles; 2.  Nebraska has been named SOAR state which means we will be provided federal technical assistance and SOAR training will be provided free.  

ADJOURN

The next meeting of the Homeless Coalition will be held JUNE 25th, 2010, 9:00 -10:30a at Northbridge Community Center.  There being no further business, the Homeless Coalition adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jana Langhorst 

