Homeless Coalition Meeting
3/23/12

Attendance: Monica Zinke, Fresh Start; Jamila Roach, Region V; Denise Packard, Centerpointe; Munira Husovic, Region V; Rae Bidler, ED Connections; Jessica Seger, Lincoln ED Connections; Stephanie Hummer, NAP; Jeff Chambers, UNL-CCFL; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Jason Varga, HSF- CSI; John Turner, Region V; Chris Webster, LPS; Kyle Winchell, PCM; Becky Painter, PCM; Brett Anderson, PCM; Andrea Mason, LLCHD; Anna Sullivan, Catholic Social Services; Tom Randa, GNCC; Susan Tatum, LHA; Tauni Waddington,WICS; Robin Ambroz, NIFA; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Susanne Blue, MTKO; Nicole Siegel, Cedars; Vicky Thompson, Cedars; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Jennifer Coon, LMEP- Young Families Program; Sarah Hillman, Nebraska Dept of Corrections; Michelle Martinez, Community Action; Lea Wroblewski, Legal Aid; Mary Jo Bousek, CHH; Tamara Cartwright, CCFL-UNL; Mary Bothwell, CCFL-UNL; Clarice Mackey, Salvation Army; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet Center; Cynthia Covert, General Assistance; Lee Heflebower, Community Action; Nicole Hope- Bauman, LCHR

John Turner, Chair began the meeting. The minutes from the February meeting were reviewed and approved. The Treasurer’s report was presented to membership. 

Presentations
Esther’s Ladder: Kyle Winchell and Becky Painter from People’s City Mission
People’s City Mission has had a transitional program at the shelter for awhile. Kyle and Becky said that the residents hadn’t improved much after 2 years of being in the old program so the program is being revamped and rebuilt. A coordinator was hired (Becky Painter). The program has a capacity of 12 women and is for women without children. There are 4 single rooms and the rest are double occupancy. The program is mostly for women who work or have an income and want or need extra attention to help them get through their struggles. There is a $200/month fee with $50 of it going into a savings fund for the client. There is a $100 deposit. This program is located in a separate hall of the shelter and has its own lounge, bathroom, etc. Clients can stay in the program for up to two years, during which time they develop and work on an individual plan. Clients meet with the Coordinator 2/week to discuss their plan. Kyle and Becky stated that there is no required religious or faith based component. Program brochures were distributed. There are currently 4 openings. 
Quick Cash: Jason Varga, Human Services Federation

The Quick Cash Loans program was developed as an alternative to pay day loans. It is hoped to be a way for people to break the cycle of debt caused by payday loans’ higher fees and interest. Credit unions are offering short term loans that otherwise/ previously weren’t available to people with credit issues. Jason gave a comparison of some of the differences between the Quick Cash program and Pay Day Lending. 
Quick Cash: 6 days to repay the loan, loan is $500, APR is 18%
Payday Loan: 34 days or less to repay loan, $0- $500 loan amounts, APR is 460%
For the Quick Cash program, a person does have to have an account with the credit union. People can setup an account in advance in cash they will need a loan in the future, as the account process has an approval process that takes 30 days. Credit union staff also will offer financial counseling. The Quick Cash loan has to be for $500. People can immediately repay part of the loan, if they needed less than that amount, which could help with their interest rate. 

Committee Reports
Executive Committee: John Turner

John Turner provided an update on discussions and decisions made by the executive committee. It was decided that the VA will be exempt from dues to due government process needed to approve the funds and because of the amount of financial support they offer to Project Homeless Connect. The committee is going to explore with NAEH tactics to increase consumer engagement. HUD webinar regarding ESG and performance standards was viewed. Executives will be working with Jodi Gibson and other CoCs to develop standards for the ESG grant program. 
CoC goals relate to many of the goals and language in the HEARTH Act.
Lincoln CoC met the threshold for HUD which helped agencies receive grants and bonus funding. The Omaha and BOS CoCs also met standards.  

Planning & Data: Jeff Chambers

Jeff advised that the PIT information was being submitted to HUD and that they are working on the housing inventory. 
Consumer Engagement: Nichole Hope

Nicole provided an update about the Employment Strategies Workshop for Case Managers that will be held on 4/18/12 from 1-4 at Community Action. The next workshop will be in July and will be consumers and case managers. The focus of the July workshop will be on maintaining and advancing employment. 
Youth: Chris Webster

Chris provided on update of efforts to work with state legislators regarding child welfare related issues. They wrote a letter to Jeff Fortenberry’s office also, regarding HUD’s definition of homeless youth. The next meeting is 4/16/12 at 10:30AM at Planned Parenthood. Safe Place meeting is this week. There is a hearing on the cab company issues on 4/11/12. Executive committee is considering a request from the Youth Committee to write a letter supportive the expansion of cab services in Lincoln. 
Public Awareness: Lee Heflebower

Lee Heflebower reported that the committee talked with the Fair Housing rep during the last meeting and discussed how PLACE encourages fair housing practices. Names of landlords involved are on the website but not contact information. Contact Lee if you would like telephone numbers. There will be a seminar for Outreach workers on 5/18/12. It is an all day training with safety information in the morning and housing information in the afternoon. Also regarding public awareness was that the Homeless Coalition website was mentioned repeatedly during the City 5 interview and the website address constantly was on the bottom of the screen. 
Project Homeless Connect: Monica Zinke

The first committee meeting for 2012 PHCL event is immediately after the Homeless Coalition meeting today (3/2/12). Work has started by committee members, such as contacting businesses for volunteers, booking Pershing. There possibly will be an interview on City TV 5 in September. 
SOAR: Dennis Hoffman/Denise Packard
 A “SOAR Lite” seminar will be held on 5/11/12 from 1-3 to provide information about the SOAR model and how to make appropriate referrals. Denise is providing a national webinar for SOAR about outcomes. Web based tracking system is getting ready to be rolled out nationally. If you are a SOAR trainer, please contact Denise about access. 
HPRP: John Turner

There will be a meeting on Monday 3/26/12 at 10:30AM at LLCHD about the HPRP program. It will be a meeting about the successes and lessons learned and also a time for recognition. Almost all funding has been spent as of the day of the meeting (approx. 94%).
Other Business: 
John Turner was interviewed by Diane Gonzales on City 5 TV along with Kit Boesch about homelessness in the Lincoln area. 

Agency Updates
LPS is working on an 8 million grant for a 5 year period to develop outreach teams. The teams would be assigned communities and would build relationships with families, community stakeholders, schools, etc in that community. 

LLCHD Homeless Coalition will receive the 2012 Community Health Service Award, which will be presented in April. 

Catholic Social Services reported that St. Genoa’s program currently is full. They do expect a few people to graduate soon which may result in openings. 

Fresh Start has a part time overnight position open. Contact Monica is interested. 

MTKO: Chiara String Quartet will provide another concert on Wednesday 3/28/12 at 6:30PM and the target audience is homeless advocates. The current drug and alcohol counselor is leaving and they have been conducting interviews for the replacement. They hope to hire someone who is dually credentialed (LDAC and LMHP). No referrals accepted for substance abuse screenings until at least 4/16/12.

Friendship Home announced that the Stuff The Bus event will be April 13-15.

WICS is hoping to open an independent living program; they are waiting to see what is happening with the state contracts first. 
Houses of Hope is having an event on 4/19/12 to celebrate their 50th anniversary. 

Legal Aid has a grant to help with education on housing law issues and also did get the grant for assisted pro-se. 

Salvation Army has a new program this summer: a summer lunch program. 
Community Services Initiative will offer a case manager training on 4/05/12 from 8:30- 10:30AM. The topic is de-escalation. Go to hsfed.org for more details and to register. 

Next meeting

The next Homeless Coalition meeting will be on Friday 4/27/12 at 9AM at Cedars Northbridge. 

