LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

June 25th, 2010 / 9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.

Northbridge Community Center

1533 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEETING MINUTES

Aaron Bowen (Community Action), Beatty Brasch (Center for People in Need), Tamara Cartwright (CCFL-UNL), Jeff Chambers (CCFL-UNL), Jane Cogan (Friendship Home), Charles Coley (NHAP), Brooke Dokken (LEDC), Bobbi French (League of Human Dignity), Linda Gray (Voices of Hope), Lee Heflebower (Community Action), Jean Krejci (LLCHD), Jana Langhorst (VA-HUD/VASH), Sarah Lounsbury (Cedars), Clarice Mackey (Salvation Army), Michelle Martinex (Community Action), Andrea Mason (LLCHD), Sam Matthew (LLCHD), Ken Mausbach (VA-Homeless Outreach), Denise Packard (CenterPointe), Brad Schmeichel (Urban Development),  Nicole Siegel (Cedars-Street Outreach), Vicky Thompson (Cedars), John Turner (Region V Systems), Beth Vavrina (People’s City Mission), Sarah Virchow (Community Corrections), Amy Wagner (Lincoln Housing Authority), Chris Webster (Lincoln Public Schools), Lea Wroblewski (Nebraska Legal Aid), Monica Zinke (Fresh Start).  Total Attendance:  29
INTRODUCTIONS

Andrea Mason opened the meeting with introductions.  Please make sure your email address is correct and resend to Andrea if you are not receiving Coalition emails from her:  amason@lincoln.ne.gov.  Thank you!
REVIEW MAY 2010 MINUTES

Minutes were approved as submitted.  

SPEAKERS:  No special speaker/educational moment this month however upcoming speakers include Lea Wroblewski of Nebraska Legal Aid, Jim Harvey from the NDHHS/Division of Behavior Health, Erin Porterfield, Omaha’s Homeless Coalition/MACCH.  If your organization is interested in presenting information relevant to homeless/near homeless needs/services, please contact Andrea Mason at amason@lincoln.ne.gov.  Many coalition members have mentioned that the “agency sharing” portion of our monthly meeting, is very helpful – so this is an opportunity to share more “in-depth” information about your organization to an interested audience. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report for May 2010 showed an ending balance of $3,559.21.  A deposit of $175 was made for membership dues. No expenses for the month and earned interest of 28 cents. Coalition discussed the use of these funds for the upcoming Lincoln Homeless Connect Event, our annual Homeless Recognition Event in November, and our coalition’s new website development costs which would still leave approximately $1,000 for the year in the account.  Community Action Partnership (CAP) of Lancaster and Saunders County has tentative plans to bring members from the National Alliance to End Homeless to our community (see details below) to complete a new community assessment tool.  The Executive Committee of our Homeless Coalition voted to contribute funds to CAP for this purpose, should they need them.

COMMUNITY PROGRAM ASSESSMENT TOOL – Aaron Bowen
CAP has been in contact with the National Alliance to End Homelessness to become one of only two national sites to pilot a new assessment, called Ending Homelessness Benchmarking Tool, to assess homeless/near homeless needs and services in Lancaster County.  The tool is geared toward a mid-size community like Lincoln.  Participation will involve three separate visits.  

NATIONAL ALLIANCE TO END HOMELESSNESS -- July 12th – 14th, 2010

The Coalition discussed the upcoming July conference and voted to pay for sending a representative from our Coalition to the next conference (February 2011) if the representative's agency would be willing to match cost and depending upon available funds from membership dues.  The representative would then share highlights with our Coalition.  

NHAP UPDATE – Charles Coley
The federal strategic 10-year plan to end homelessness is completed and includes four broad goals. There is more information on the website. 

Current grants end June 30th, 2010 and by July 13th progress report (Excel spreadsheet) is due to Charles.  By July 31st all funds need to be drawn down for fiscal year.  

New grants make sure to get contract grants, budget revision forms and authorizations back to Charles.  Catholic Social Services is a new grantee in our Coalition.  

HPRP – John Turner
Shared that screening all the people that need help is a tough job.  HPRP is constantly trying to target populations that HUD recommends.  Reports that there is a sector of the population that has lost services but is still in need.  He raises the question of how to best assist them.  He encourages people to attending the monthly advisory meeting to discuss this further.  

HPRP has currently spent $200,000 in client assistance.  Average for client assistance for prevention in May was $600 and for rapid re-housing was $800.  John is also meeting with potential employers for HPRP clients in an attempt to connect clients to employment opportunities.  

Since October 2009 -- 4000 people have been assisted with rent and utilities.  

RENT WISE – Amy Wagner, Lincoln Housing Authority
The Lincoln Housing Authority (LHA) continues to offer Rent Wise classes – including a newer class in Arabic.  Classes are free of charge to participants.  Participants who attend all 6 sessions are given a second preference on LHA’s waiting list – and at this time all who have finished the Rent Wise classes have obtained housing.  John Turner also made note of how far RentWise has come since its inception and what a positive program it has turned into – local landlords are motivated to rent to participants in the program and, at times, offer incentives.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Awareness – A website designer is currently working on new website for our Coalition and it is nearly complete.  It will be ready for preview next month at the Executive Committee and our July monthly meeting.  WiKi will be used for storage at this point based on last month’s survey.
Planning & Data –The collection of data regarding payday lending continues to be collected.  Currently over 500 people have provided information when receiving food, rent or utility assistance.  The preliminary data indicates 16 percent have used pay day lending and this is 10 percent higher than the national average.  Were planning to collect data for June only but may keep the data collection open.  
Consumer Engagement – Please consider nominating a consumer to participate on the Homeless Coalition using the new form (passed around at the meeting).  The group is currently working on a Resource Card for local homeless services.  

Homeless Connect –Date is Friday October 1st at the Center for People in Need.  CHE is sponsoring specific things – mainly medical supplies – that cannot be donated.  The planning committee will meet today after our coalition meeting.  The volunteer website is up and running.  The letterhead and letter updates are in process.  The entire Homeless Coalition meeting in August will be devoted to finalizing details of our Homeless Connect event – all on subcommittees, please plan to attend.  
AGENCY UPDATES

CenterPointe – A second SOAR position has been funded and the position will continue for two years. 

Center for People in Need – 1. The Back to School Fair August 14th 10-4p and August 15th 1-4p.  Clients can just show up and no appointment necessary; 2. Health Hub starting September 1st, 2010 and will plan to see all uninsured in Lincoln, tie into resources with case management provided; 3. 35 AmeriCorps workers starting September 1st, 2010 for a year; 4. Poverty report is on the website; 5. If you have resources for the resource books please call Stephanie to have it added.  

Nebraska Legal Aid – Migrant worker program grant in place for the summer.  They are only able to assist citizens of the USA but can address their legal needs.  Also keep in mind that a child born in the USA can access services (i.e. food stamps) even if their parents are unable to.  

Community Action Partnership of Lancaster & Saunders Counties – Notes a spike in meals being served in April and May at the Gathering Place– at one point 175 meals in an hour.  

Salvation Army – 1. Back to School Fair on August 10th from 4-7p.  All participating youth receive a backpack.  They will also have other booths for children to learn about school success and safety issues; 2.  They did not get funding for summer mobile kitchen/canteen in community; 3. The Food Choice Pantry is continues to be very popular.  They use to see 10-12 people a day and now see around 40 a day.  
ADJOURN

The next meeting of the Homeless Coalition will be held JULY 23rd, 2010, 9:00 -10:30a at Northbridge Community Center.  Please note that there will be no formal August meeting HOWEVER a Homeless Connect organization meeting will take place at this time instead and will be held at the Center for People in Need.  There being no further business, the Homeless Coalition adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jana Langhorst 
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