LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

July 23rd, 2010 / 9:00 a.m – 10:30 a.m.

Northbridge Community Center

1533 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEETING MINUTES

Rae Bidler (HPRP), Susie Blue (MTKO), Aaron Bowen (Community Action), Jeff Chambers (CCFL-UNL), Jane Cogan (Friendship Home), Jay Conrad (Houses of Hope), Brooke Dokken (LEDC), Lee Heflebower (Community Action), Dennis Hoffman (CenterPointe), Stephanie Hummer (Neb. Aids Project), Munira Husovic (HPRP), Jean Krejci (LLCHD), Curt Krueger (CSS), Jana Langhorst (VA-HUD/VASH), Clarice Mackey (Salvation Army), Michelle Martinez (Community Action), Andrea Mason (LLCHD), Sam Matthew (LLCHD), Ken Mausbach (VA-Homeless Outreach), Rob Robinson (Consumer), Brad Schmeichel (Urban Development),  Nicole Siegel (Cedars-Street Outreach), Mike Smith (Cedars), Tannise Trotter, (HPRP), John Turner (Region V Systems), Beth Vavrina (People’s City Mission), Amy Wagner (Lincoln Housing Authority), Tami Washam (Nebr. Aids Project), Lea Wroblewski (Legal Aid), Monica Zinke (Fresh Start).  Total Attendance:  30
INTRODUCTIONS

Andrea Mason opened the meeting with introductions.

REVIEW JUNE 2010 MINUTES

Minutes were approved as submitted.  

SPEAKERS:  Lea Wroblewski provided valuable information regarding legal services that can be provided at Legal Aid.  A PowerPoint is available--if interested, please contact Lea.    

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report for June 2010 showed an ending balance of $3,089.21.  A deposit of $100 was made for membership dues. Expenses paid for the month were $500 to Jason Nabb, Purelight Productions for website development.  St. Monica's also paid twice for the 2010 so their second set of dues were deducted at this time and will be added back in next year.   

COMMUNITY PROGRAM ASSESSMENT TOOL – Aaron Bowen
Community Action has been in contact with the National Alliance and a pilot program they are developing that will identify gaps in Lincoln's current homeless programs for families.  Funding for this was made available from stimulus money that Community Action has and needs to be spent by September 2010.  It will include three separate visits one of which will include Homeless Connect.  The meetings with them will include the executive committee and Charles Coley.  If you have a strong desire to be involved please contact Aaron.  The Data Committee is gathering information needed.  

NHAP UPDATE – 
Please provide feedback to Charles Coley regarding the bylaws for the State CoC.  Also discussed housing availability for people with special needs and discussed if it is an issue for Lincoln.  Many felt that the new construction in Lincoln covered issues for consumers with physical disabilities.  Several felt that housing for consumers with serious mental health issues, housing for large families or housing which included support services were areas which need addressed. 

HPRP – John Turner
Advisory Committee meets 7/26/10 at 1030 a.m.  Referrals continue to come in at a steady pace.  Nebraska has been identified as a slow spender but one reason for this may be that money was not used until November 2009 even though the program started in July 2009.  60% of funds must be spent by 2011.  John also attended the National Alliance to End Homelessness in Washington and the focus was on collaboration.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Public Awareness – Website has been launched and can be found at www.lincolnhomelesscoaltionb.org.  If you have questions or concerns please contact Lee at Community Action.  All members of the Homeless Coalition that are in good standing (dues paid) have links on the website.  
Data – Will start going through the list of requested information by the National Alliance for the upcoming site visit.   
Consumer Engagement – Rob Robinson is joining the group as a consumer.  He is open to sharing his experiences and being involved with projects.    

Homeless Connect –Date is October 1st at the Center for People in Need.  CHE is willing to be a sponsor and provide funding for medical supplies that cannot be donated.  Planning committee meets after monthly coalition meeting.  The volunteer website is up and running.  The letterhead and letter updates are in process.  If your agency is going to be providing services please turn in sheet provided so the committee is aware of what is needed.  There has been a decision to change the way data is gathered.  Consumers will be checked into Service Point when they arrive that day and agencies will track who they provide services to rather than the volunteers.    
AGENCY UPDATES

Lincoln Housing Authority – Arabic RentWise classes have been scheduled.  

People's City Mission – One year anniversary for Medical Clinic and a ceremony will be held on 8/5/10 from 1-4p.  4,000 people have been served during this time.  

Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach – 1.  Quarterly Vision Clinic on August 11th for adult and children, please call for more information; 2.  August 16th from 1-3p is the annual back to school foot clinic for children.  Will provide foot care, shoes and socks but must register for this event; 3. Also have a new AA meeting every Tuesday night from 5-6p.  

Fresh Start – Several new staff have been hired so you may be talking to new people when you call.

CenterPointe – Is teaming with the V.A. on a ten bed transitional housing 6 month program.  It will be located at 10th and C and hope to be up and running in August.  Veterans will require a behavioral health diagnosis.  

Center for People in Need – 1. The Back to School Fair August 14th 10-4p and August 15th 1-4p.  Clients can just show up and no appointment necessary; 2. Health Hub starting October 1st, 2010 and will plan to see all uninsured in Lincoln, tie into resources with case management provided; 3. 35 AmeriCorps workers starting September 1st, 2010 for a year; 

Community Action – Is going to an auto phone menu so they can be more efficient.  You will be able to directly link to needed staff.  Also the Gathering Place is making some improvements so entrance is temporarily around the back.  

Lincoln E.D. Connections – Adding a new full time RN position at St. Elizabeth, application process is currently happening.   

Salvation Army – 1. Back to School Fair on August 10th from 4-7p.  Any youth that shows up will get a backpack.  They will also have other booths for children to learn about school success and safety issues; 2.  They did not get funding for summer mobile kitchen/canteen in community; 3. The Food Choice Pantry is continues to be very popular.  They use to see 10-12 people a day and now see around 40 a day.  
ADJOURN

The next meeting of the Homeless Coalition will be held SEPTEMBER 24th 9:00 -10:30a at Northbridge Community Center.  HOWEVER, a Homeless Connect organization meeting will take place on August 27th at 9a at Center for People in Need.  There being no further business, the Homeless Coalition adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jana Langhorst 

