LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

MEETING MINUTES


1/28/2011

In Attendance: Aaron Bowen, Community Action; Denise Packard, CenterPointe; Andrea Mason, LLCHD, Rose Hughes, Lighthouse; Theresa Webster, Cedars; Sarah Coonsbury, Cedars; Lee Heflebower, Community Action; Fannye Aguirre, Fresh Start; Pat Vyhachek, Lincoln VARO, Courtney Morehead, Lincoln VARO; Jana Langhorst, VA; Lea Wroblewski, Legal Aid; Michelle Martinez, Community Action; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Tannise Robinson, Region V; Tamara Cartwright, CCFL-UNL; Sara Sunderman, MTKO; Amy Wagner, LHA; Susie Blue, MTKO; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Jeff Chambers, CCFL-UNL; Beatty Brasch, CFPIN; Petra Smith, Cedars; Munira Husovic, Region V; Rae Bidler, Region V; Christiana Roenne, AmeriCorps VISTA- Volunteer Partners; Nichole Hope- AmeriCorps VISTA- Volunteer Partners; Shelley Geary, CFPIN; Ruth Day, Vet Center, Clarice Mackey, Salvation Army; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet Center; Ken Mausbach, VA; John Turner, Region V Systems; Stephanie Hummer, NE Aids Project; Linda Grey, Voices of Hope; Kristine Bensire, CSS; Charles Coley, NHAP; Mike Smith, Cedars; Nikki Seagel, Cedars; Beth Vavrina, community; Jane Cogan, Friendship Home; Chris Webster, LPS; Carol Leonhardt, community; 

Aaron Bowen opened the meeting.

Minutes from October 2010 were reviewed and approved.
Executive Committee Officer Elections: The slate of officers was reviewed and approved. 
The officers for 2011 are: Chair- Aaron Bowen (Community Action Partnership), Vice Chair- John Turner (Region V), Secretary- Monica Zinke (Fresh Start), Treasurer- Amy Wagner (LHA).

The Treasurer’s reports for December 2010 were reviewed and approved. Balance at the end of December is $4,510.40. Expenses paid related to Homeless Recognition event and website hosting fee. 
Membership dues for 2011 are due now by March 31, 2011. There are no changes to the due amounts/levels. Amy Wagner distributed the membership dues form. Checks payable to the Lincoln Homeless Coalition should be sent to her by the deadline.

The calendar of meetings for 2011 was discussed. Membership was asked to provide suggestions for presenters for 2011 meetings. Suggestions were given to Aaron Bowen. Suggestions outside of the meeting can be emailed to Aaron. 

Committees were reviewed and sign up sheets were distributed for each committee. Discussion also occurred regarding the Coalition’s newly formed goals (based on NAEH pilot project) and goals were discussed in relation to their corresponding committee. A new committee to focus on youth and homelessness/ near homelessness was formed. (Previously this was addressed through other actions/committees.) Committees and their chairs currently are: 
Planning and Data- Jeff Chambers (NAEH Goal re: community wide assessment)
Consumer Engagement- Aaron Bowen (NAEH Goal re: employment)
Youth- Chris Webster/Rose Hughes (NAEH Goal re: youth homelessness)
Public Awareness- Lee Heflebower (NAEH Goal re: landlords and realtors)
Project Homeless Connect- chair unassigned – possibly last year’s chairs will continue? (Dennis Hoffman and Monica Zinke).

Coalition goals: The goals set during the pilot project with the National Alliance to End Homelessness were reviewed and formally adopted by the Coalition. Goals were emailed to membership previously. Each committee presented on progress they have made since the NAEH planning ended. Aaron noted that invitations will go out on future committee meetings in order for other Coalition members to attend if interested. 
An HPRP update was provided by John Turner. 

The By-Laws were reviewed. Suggestions for revisions are to be emailed to Aaron Bowen and will be adopted at the next meeting. The major change to the by-laws is the addition of the statement regarding partnerships with local school districts and other early childhood service providers per McKinney-Vento. 

Agency Updates were as follows: 
CenterPointe/Touchstone:  SOAR training available to other agencies
Community Action:  Free tax preparation available to clients through Community Action’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. The agency will also be offering incentives and education through its participation in the Lincoln Energy Challenge. 
Center for People in Need:  ESL/GED classes, job training available
Health Hub:  This is a new program at the Center for People in Need that opened in November 2010. It helps uninsured clients find medical homes, apply for Medicaid and Medicare.  Will soon offer help with SSI/SSDI.  Call 817-0808 for more information. 
MTKO:  Vision clinic 2/16
LHA:  RentWise needs agencies to join network and train.  New policy for vouchers is effective 2/1. People can only receive a preference once in 5 years. A handout was provided that gave more details.
LLCHD:  More services for refugees, GA assistance
CenterPointe:  VA house now open, Youth IOP/Trans housing opening soon
People’s City Mission:  Will soon offer mental health services Monday thru Friday
Meeting adjourned. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday February 25, 2011 from 9-10:30AM at Cedars Northbridge. 
Respectfully submitted by, 

Monica Zinke and Fannye Aguirre 

