LINCOLN’S CONTINUUM of CARE/HOMELESS COALITION

MEETING MINUTES

8/26/2011

In Attendance: Ruth Karlsson, Released and Restored; Munira Husovic, Region V Systems; Michelle Martinez, Community Action Partnership; Sandy Lee, General Assistance; Angie Bergren, Community Action Partnership; Andrea Mason, LLHD; Ken Mausbach, VA; Jana Langhorst, VA; Tamara Cartwright, UNK-CCFL; Sara Sunderman, MTKO; Denise Packard, CenterPointe; Alison Kortefay, St. Monica’s; Dennis Hoffman, CenterPointe; Sarah Hillman, NE Dept. of Correctional Services; Diana Poskochil, NE Dept of Correctional Services; Kathy Foster, NE Dept of Corrections; Chris Webster, LPS; Nikki Siegel, Cedars; Mike Smith, Cedars; Vicky Thompson, Cedars; Katy Polich Kluge, ED Connections- Bryan LGH; Brooke Dokken, ED Connections- St. Elizabeth’s; Tannise Robinson, Region V; Jamila Roach, Region V; Mary Jo Bousek, Governor’s Commission on Housing and Homelessness; Brett Anderson, PCM; Kyle Winchell, PCM; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Roy Schoen, Lincoln Vet’s Center; Kelsey Bronhofman, Lincoln Vet’s Center; Tom Randa, GNCC; Kristine Benner, Catholic Social Services; Rae Bidler, Region V; Theresa Webster, Cedars; lee Heflebower, Community Action; Carol Leonhardt, community; Amy Wagner, LHA; Aaron Bowen, Community Action; John Turner Region V; Stephanie Hummer, NE Aids Project; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Lea Wrobleski, Legal Aid; Lisa Turner, Community Action, Monica Zinke, Fresh Start.


Aaron Bowen opened the meeting.

Minutes from July 2011 were approved.

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A payment for dues was received. Current balance is $$2,989.42 (incl. $1,378.81 designated for PHCL from CHE funds). Check for NAEH conference sponsorship. Has been issued for $475 and is the only item not included on the report. 

Presentation by Stephanie Hummer of Nebraska Aids Project 
Stephanie gave an overview of the services offered by the Nebraska Aids Project (NAP).  NAP is the only statewide program for HIV/AIDS in the country. Clients must have proof of HIV/AIDS status to receive services. Services include case management, food pantries, testing (Wednesdays from 4-7PM walk in or by appointment), limited mental health therapy, and housing advocacy. They have some funds through the Ryan White project to assist with medical needs (in partnership with UNMC in Omaha) and housing. They also work with Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA’s Tenant Based Rental Assistance program and Rentwise. NAP also offers outreach and education services for family, friends and anyone who would like the information. 

Stephanie reported that there has been an increase in positive test results, with approximately 12 positives per month statewide. The biggest populations with increases are 15-29 year olds and African American women. Please contact the Nebraska AIDS Project for more information about all of the services and support that they offer. 

Lincoln/ Lancaster County Health Department also offers HIV/AIDS testing through their Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) clinic. Testing is offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays at LLCHD.  They also refer people to NAP for services. 

Committee Updates 
Executive Committee- Aaron Bowen
There will be two more presentation this year (Sept and Oct). September will be disaster planning and October possibly will be public safety. November will be the recognition event.  The ideas for a CSU study that were generated by Coalition members were give to Jason Varga of CSI. Their  next meeting is in October and then we will know what topic was selected. Updates about our action plans and goals will be sent to NAEH soon. It looks like some goals may be accomplished by the end of the year. We have made progress on all goals. 

Planning and Data- Tamara Cartwright for Jeff Chambers (NAEH Goal re: community wide assessment)
Eligibility module is finished and there are some programs testing it. The next step will be to train users. Tamara is planning a web based training so that users can be at their regular works stations. Aaron offered the computer lab at Community Action if a site is needed for the training. AHAR will be pulled October 1. Agencies are asked to review their data and do any “clean up” prior to that date. 

Consumer Engagement- Angie Bergren (NAEH Goal re: employment)
The Employment Empowerment Workshop went really well. There were 30 consumers registered and 17 attended, along with 12 case managers. The information was well received the pre/post surveys indicated improved understanding in all areas. Responses with the highest growth included learning about assistance offered be Coalition agencies, increased feelings of being able to reduce effect of criminal record and increased ability to explain gaps in work history. Attendees also requested more testimonials from formerly homeless/unemployed consumers. Committee plans to hold more workshops, with the next one tentatively being planned for November. The committee also plans to create a “Helpful Hints” resource page for consumers and case mangers to use outside of the workshop. Angie also advised that the committee is seeking more consumers to join. 

Youth- Chris Webster/ Rose Hughes, Co- Chairs (NAEH Goal re: youth homelessness). 
The Safe Place program starts in September (exact date TBA). This is a project of LPS in collaboration with People’s City Mission. Safe Place is a national model and is for youth who need a safe place to go temporarily. Volunteers will respond to calls from youth who need transportation to get to People’s City Mission. There are 50 sites designated as “safe places” where the youth can go to call. LPS schools and U- Stops are some of the sites. Contact Rich at PCM if you would like your building to be designated as a safe place. Volunteers are needed. Volunteer training will be offered on 8/31/11 and again on 9/08/11. Both trainings will be at 7PM at People’s City Mission. The next youth committee meeting will be 9/19/11 at 10:30AM. Location TBA. Meetings probably will move to every other month instead of monthly. 

Public Awareness- Lee Heflebower, Chair (NAEH Goal re: landlords and realtors). 
The new edition of the Lighthouse magazine (LHA magazine for landlords) includes an article about the new PLACE project. The committee is considering a training for case managers and others involved in the program.  Please encourage landlords to become involved in the program. Please also contact Lee if you would like to help plan the recognition event or if your organization would like to host the event at your building. 
Project Homeless Connect- Dennis Hoffman/ Monica Zinke, Co-Chairs
Plans are moving forward for PHCL. Committee members have been arranging services and will begin to focus on logistics of the day. Please submit your agency registration form ASAP if you want to be involved. Also, decision is pending regarding free bus day or if we will receive passes (or if no support is available). Flyers to post and cards to distribute to guests were given to those in attendance. This committee meets after the Coalition meeting today. 

SOAR Update Dennis Hoffman. 
Site visit by Mathmatica (researchers/ consultants for PRA) will be on August 30 and 31. Mathematica will be interviewing people at CenterPointe about SOAR. Lincoln was identified as a very active SOAR project and is a pilot project and Denise Packard has been called upon several times to give her feedback. 

An HPRP update was provided by John Turner. They continue to move forward with planning the phase out and also with looking or potential continuation funding. The budget modification was approved so they have shifted additional monies to client assistance. They have a cap of approximately $20,000 per month and that will last until the end of the year. They are seeking feedback about “lessons learned” in order to improve the program should it receive funding and continue. 
Agency Updates were as follows: 
Housing and Homeless Conference: Aaron provided information about the conference on behalf of Charles Coley. The conference is in October and registration is now open. Handouts were available and Aaron will forward the email also. 
Nebraska Commission on Housing and Homelessness will meet on Monday 8/29/11. 
Nebraska Aids Project will have an awareness walk in September. 
Department of Corrections is adding two additional social workers. The job posting will be on the state job site. These positions will bring the total number of social workers to seven. Also, there will be a transitional living fair at the RTC (at state penitentiary).  
CenterPointe is starting the young adult transitional program as soon as the final approval is received from HUD. This program will be scattered site housing for 9 young adults in 7 apartments.  The youth may stay for up to 24 months. They anticipate starting in October. CenterPointe also reported that the Creekside Village program did not end up with project based vouchers. CenterPointe still will have supportive housing for 20 people, but people must have other vouchers (i.e. homeless, Sec 8 vouchers). Currently 18 of the 20 apartments are designated. Agencies can still refer for the remaining 2 spots (and in case other openings become available). 
Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach has a fundraiser on 8/27/11. It’s brunch in the garden and the food will be made with ingredients from the garden. Cost is $10 for adults and children are free. Sara also reported that the gardening/ cooking program has expanded since the move to the new facility. Contact MTKO for additional details about the program. 
VA is holding a session on 9/08/11 at the VA auditorium at 10AM to obtain information from the community in regards to the CHALENG project. Contact the VA for further details, and for a survey if you would like to complete one but cannot attend the session. Also, VASH vouchers are nearly full. Ken also noted that a community resource fair recently held at MTKO went very well. 
LLCHD advised that some clinic fees may increase, specifically regarding immunizations and STI testing. No one will be turned away if they need services. Andrea also advised that proposed legislation may change Medicaid eligibility. It would allow youth who are in foster car for at least one month prior to their 19th birthday to be eligible for Medicaid until age 26 without an income review. It also would change eligibility for single adults to 133% of the poverty guidelines. 
Released and Restored will have a workshop for potential volunteers on 9/24/11from 9:30- 2 at Calgary United Methodist Church. The workshop will focus on the team and mentor concept that they use for their prison ministry. 
Fresh Start will have an Open House on Tuesday 9/20/11 from 4:30- 6:30PM. It is open to the public and the open house is one of the few times that tours include the private residents’ level. 
Good Neighbor Community Center will hold the Samples of the World fundraiser on Thursday 10/06/11. Cost is $35 and the event features food from around the world. Tom also advised that GNCC has 60 bus passes and agencies can call him if one is needed and to see if the person is eligible. 
Teens Educational Center offers tutoring for people with learning disabilities. It is locate don South 48th near Hwy 2.  Contact Carol Leonhardt if you would like additional information. 
Rentwise Network needs additional trainings, especially or modules 1 and 2. Please contact Amy or Seana at LHA to become involved. 
LPS free and reduce lunch and bus passes have been delayed due to logistics of LPS. They are slowly getting things in order but the lack of a central facility has delayed things. Contact Chris Webster with questions about cabs for homeless youth. LPS also continues to seek donations (preferably gift cards) for the Jones family. This family of 11 lost their home. LPS also will continue to work on the Roadmap to Graduation program after Safe Place is operations. Chris described Roadmap as like respite care for youth but without state involvement. 

Meeting adjourned. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday September 23, 2011 from 9-10:30AM at Cedars Northbridge. 

Respectfully submitted by Monica Zinke 
