Homeless Coalition Meeting
4/27/12

Attendance: Monica Zinke, Fresh Start; Jana Langhorst, VA; Denise Packard, CenterPointe; Amy Wagner, LHA; Jay Conrad, Houses of Hope; Lisa Moehlenhoff, GA; Tami Washam, NAP; Stephanie Hummer, NAP; Sarah Virchow, Community Corrections; Alison Kortefay, St. Monica’s; Sarah Lounsbury, Cedars; Aaron Bowen, Community Action Partnership; John Turner, Region V Systems; Angela Lemke, LCHR; Chris Webster, LPS; Dennis Hoffman, CenterPointe; Brett Anderson, PCM; Kyle Winchell, PCM; Lee Heflebower, Community Action; Tom Randa, GNCC; Leah Droge, Friendship Home; Susanne Blue, MTKO; Jamila Roach, Region V Systems; Munira Husovic, Region V Systems; Kelly King, MTKO; Ruth Karlsson, Released and Restored; Nichole Hope, LCHR; Rob Robinson, VA; Jessica Seger, Lincoln ED Connections; Bobbi French, League of Human Dignity; Lacey Theiler, Cedars; Kren Shellhase, Cedars; Marilyn James, LLCHD; Anna Sullivan, Catholic Social Services

John Turner, Chair began the meeting. The minutes from the March meeting were reviewed and approved. The Treasurer’s report was presented to membership. 

Presentations
Lincoln Commission on Human Rights- Angela Lemke
Angela Lemke reviewed the services offered by the LCHR, especially those related to fair housing and discrimination suits. At the county level office, most of their requests for assistance involve housing or employment discrimination. She discussed what groups and accommodations are protected. Landlords must make reasonable accommodations, such as allowing a service animal in a no pets building. Tenants are still responsible for damages caused by animals, just as they are still responsible for damages that they cause. It is against the law for the landlord to ask what the disability is, they can ask for documentation but not details. Another accommodation could be to allow a tenant to break a lease if they have to move for medical reasons/ accommodations aren’t possible at the current location. It is against the law for landlords to retaliate against the tenant. Angela shared that typically 60- 80% of the cases are able to be resolved. She also advised that currently there is no law against discrimination for homosexuality. The issue is on agenda for 4/30/12 with public comments to the city officials 5/07/12. It is currently against the law for public and federal housing but not private housing providers. Services from LCHR are free of charge. 
LCHR also offers education and is willing to meet with landlords to answer their questions, provide posters, etc. 
LCHR organizes a Civil Rights Conference each year. The 2012 conference will be on Monday 4/30/12 and will feature two award presentations. One is for fair housing, and CenterPointe is the recipient. 

Contact Angela at LCHR for more information about any of these topics. 

Committee Reports
Executive Committee: John Turner

John Turner passed around the nomination and the plaque for the Public Health Award that the Homeless Coalition received from the Lincoln/ Lancaster County Health Department.
April is Fair Housing Awareness Month. 

HUD Homeless Definitions handout was provided and discussed as there was a request for the CoC to approve an agenda to provide services to people who are homeless as defined under another federal definition if they do not meet a HUD definition. If approved, agencies could use up to 10% of the CoC funds (approx. $60,000 for Lincoln area). CoC would have the responsibility of ensuring the agency followed the Category 3 guidelines. John is going to follow up with the agency that is requesting the change but wanted to discuss it with the CoC membership. An ad-hoc group will be formed if needed to look into this and make a recommendation tot eh executive committee. As the issue pertains to young adults, the ad hoc committee at this point will be the youth committee + anyone else who is interested in being involved. 

Executive committee continues to work on a welcome packet for new members. 

Focus of the last exec meeting was consumer engagement and ideas to increase consumer (or past consumer) involvement in the CoC. Ideas include some sort of incentive for current consumers, making presentations to consumers and to groups that work with them (i.e. MTKO, shelters, corrections). 
CoC Strategic Plan submitted to HUD so the CoC is now eligible for technical assistance from HUD.

Planning & Data: 
No report.
Consumer Engagement: Nichole Hope

Nicole provided information about the Employment Strategies Workshop for Case Managers that was held on 4/18/12 from 1-4 at Community Action. There were 31 people who attended and the information seemed to be well received. A request was made for future workshops to talk more about how to explain someone’s background (i.e. legal). The next workshop will be in August 2012. 

This committee is seeking new members. 
Youth: Chris Webster

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 5/21/12 and will involve a discussion with LPD about their process when dealing with homeless youth and runaways. Chris is optimistic about approval being granted for more cab providers. Lincoln Berean Church is bringing in a speaker on human trafficking on 05/07/12 at 7PM at the church. They also will present at some schools.

Public Awareness: Lee Heflebower

Outreach Essentials training is scheduled for 5/18/12 at Region V. Go the Region V website to register. This committee is looking for additional members. 
Project Homeless Connect: Monica Zinke

Work is underway for the event. Recruitment has started for volunteers to serve as navigators and service providers from last year are being contacted. The committee meeting for 2012 PHCL event is immediately after the Homeless Coalition meeting. 
SOAR: Dennis Hoffman/Denise Packard
 A “SOAR Lite” seminar will be held on 5/11/12 from 1-3 to provide information about the SOAR model and how to make appropriate referrals. There will be a full 2 day training in June for those want it. 
HPRP: John Turner

The recognition event/ HPRP press event went well. The next meeting will be in June to talk about wrap up of the program. The committee will be changing back to the Rent and Utility Network this summer. 
Other Business: 
None 

Agency Updates
Those present at the meeting had the opportunity to make announcements for their organization. 
Next meeting

The next Homeless Coalition meeting will be on Friday 5/25/12 at 9AM at Cedars Northbridge. 

