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Lincoln 2011 Homeless Point in Time Count

The City of Lincoln’s 2011 Homeless Point in Time Count (PIT) occurred January 26th.   Eight hundred and thirty-four persons (834) in 621 households were identified as homeless on this day.   The Department of Housing and Urban Development requires each Continuum of Care to conduct an unduplicated point-in-time count of all persons who are homeless – on the streets, in emergency shelters or in transitional housing during the final week in January. 

Since 2006 the Lincoln Homeless Coalition has conducted the unduplicated PIT count through the Community Services Management Information System (CS-MIS) at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln – Center on Children, Families, and the Law.  CS-MIS counts the number of homeless persons sheltered in emergency shelters and transitional housing programs.  A street count (unsheltered persons) is conducted by the Lincoln Police Department, Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach, Cedars Street Outreach and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs which joined the PIT street count effort this year.  Street count information is then cross referenced with CS-MIS sheltered information to remove duplicates from the street count. 

The 2011 point in time count of homeless persons indicates an 8% decrease from the 908 homeless persons counted during the 2010 PIT.  The 2010 PIT homeless numbers were the largest number of homeless persons counted in the 5 years of conducting PIT counts through CS-MIS.  
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Impact of Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP) on PIT Count

A major reason for the decrease in homeless persons identified in the 2011 PIT count from the 2010 to 2011 PIT count is as a result of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP).  The Rapid Re-housing component of HPRP was serving 112 previously homeless persons on the date of the 2011 PIT count, 151% of the 2010 to 2011 homeless person decrease.   Persons in HPRP Rapid Re-housing are persons that were previously in the homeless shelters or on the street.  The Rapid Re-housing program assists persons find and pay for housing and provides ongoing case management services 

for up to 18 months.  Including the HPRP Rapid Re-housing served persons in the 2011 point in time count there would have been 946 homeless persons and 664 homeless households in Lincoln on January 26th.   This service is similar to transitional housing programs but HPRP rapid re-housing clients are not eligible to be counted as homeless for the purposes of the Point in Time count.   The most direct impact of the HPRP Rapid Re-Housing effort has been to decrease the number of homeless persons in emergency shelter, 110 of the 112 HPRP Rapid Re-Housing consumers previous living situation was in an emergency shelter.  

The percent of homeless persons in Emergency Shelter decreased from 46% in 2010 to 36% of the homeless in 2011, while transitionally housed persons increased by 7%.  
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In addition to the Rapid Re-Housing component, HPRP also provides rent and utility assistance and case management services to persons that are at imminent risk of losing their housing.  On the date of 2011 PIT count HPRP Prevention was serving 169 persons.   Some percentage of these at risk households may have lost their housing and been homeless during the PIT count without HPRP prevention assistance.  

Homeless U.S. Military Veterans

Sixty-five (65) U.S. Military Homeless Veterans were identified in the 2011 PIT a 62% increase from the number of homeless veterans counted in 2010.      
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Thirty-four percent (34%) of the homeless veterans were unsheltered / living on the street in comparison to 7% the total homeless population in Lincoln and homeless veterans were 31% of the street homeless in Lincoln.

 

Unsheltered / Living on the Street
The number of unsheltered homeless persons counted in the 2011 PIT count decreased from the 84 identified in 2010 to 69 persons in 2011.

[image: image5.png]Lincoln PIT Count Unsheltered Homeless

2008 2009 2010 27011





 Chronically Homeless

Chronically homeless persons are defined by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as: A homeless person or family with an adult member with a disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years.   The chronically homeless definition for this PIT includes for the first time families whereas past PIT counts of chronically homeless included only single individuals.  Twenty-two percent (22%) of 2011 PIT count households were identified as chronically homeless.

The majority of chronically homeless households in the 2011 PIT count were single person households, however 7% of the chronically homeless were families with children. 
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Living Situation of Homeless Households by Family Type

Most homeless households with children were living in transitional housing although a large percentage, 35%, of households with children were in emergency shelter. 
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